ASSIGNMENT: AMERICA 


LD Bibles, new Bibles, large Bibles, small Bibles, 

family Bibles, gift Bibles—in fact, all kinds of 
Bibles lay on a table in the church waiting to have 
their story related by the owner. 

The meeting had been announced several weeks 
ahead. People had been urged to hunt up all the 
interesting Bibles they could find and bring them 
to a prayer service and tell their history. Children 
in the Sunday school were invited and urged to 
participate, as well as all adult classes. A reward 
was offered for the largest and the smallest Bibles; 
for the oldest and the newest Bible; for the most worn 
Bible and the most unusual. An extra reward was 
promised for the Bible that carried the most im- 
pressive story. 

The rewards were Scripture bookmarks made of 
beautiful satin ribbon, each bearing the words ‘‘Bible 
Award.” 

The Bible is a precious book, but certain Bibles 
are more precious to some people than just any Bible. 
As fashions change from year to year, it was noticed 
that the outward appearance of Bibles in different 
ages differed in style, form and dress. 

Many large family Bibles were exhibited; and the 
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history of each Bible was given as well as the age. 

One family Bible was printed in the German 
language and could be read by only a few people 
present. Another was very difficult to read because of 
its blurred pages and bulging back; it had gone 
through the 1837 Ohio River flood, and although it! 
was somewhat disfigured, it was still precious to its 
owner. A number of other Bibles had the experience’ 
of being immersed in the same flood. 

One family Bible was one hundred forty-two years 
old. It was yellow, soiled and worn, for it had been 
handed down from generation to generation, but! 
the young man who owned it prized it very highly. 
It received a bookmark of award, but not for bein 
the oldest Bible present. 

The oldest Bible exhibited was well-worn and 
minus a cover. It proved to be over one hundred and 
fifty years old; it had been salvaged from a pile of 
rubbish taken from an old farmhouse. Part of the: 
trash pile had been burned when the’ lady who had 
purchased the old farm noticed the Bible there at 
the side of the rubbish. She picked it up and began 
to examine pages that were yellow with age. Upon 

(Continued on page 138) 
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ASSIGNMENT: AMERICA 


The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
ointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me 
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
uptives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
vem that are bruised. 
ne hundred and forty-two years ago the found- 
a ing fathers of the American Bible Society ac- 
epted this spiritual assignment for America. In 
1ose days America was short of Bibles. 

Copies were lost during the long sea voyage and 
1e westward trek. New families and churches sought 
ibles. There was no dependable source of supply. 
ommerce could not meet the need, for, by the time 
Bible was printed and carried by wagon train across 
ye Alleghenies, the cost was too high for almost 
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everyone. The Bible Society was founded in 1816 to 
solve this problem. Bibles were supplied in English 
and in the languages of the new Americans. ‘The price 
was always what a man could afford. Christian gifts 
made up the difference. So America accepted the 
assignment and grew as a Bible-reading nation. 

Today that assignment includes the Christian 
frontiers of the world. New churches in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America are receiving thousands of Bibles 
and are pleading for more. ‘he people cannot meet 
the full cost of printing and shipping. Christian 
friends of the Bible Society are paying the difference 
and through gifts and prayers are accepting the same 
spiritual assignment that stirred the hearts of their 
forefathers a century and a half ago. 
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Assignment: The Bible in Chicago 


BY JOHN W. OSBERG 


OMEONE has wisely said 
Syne when a task is too 
big to handle properly, 
the thing to do is to divide 
the task into chunks. So it 
is with distributing the 
Scriptures in a city as 
big as Chicago. The Bible 
Society In one important 
way is breaking the task 
down into a size where it 
can render significant serv- 
ICG: 
One of these methods is 
to break down the city 
into geographical areas 
and make a concentrated 
effort to saturate an area 
with the Gospel. An initial 
effort called ‘“The Calling 
for Christ Campaign’’ took 
place during the week of 
June 2 to 6. The visiting was done by volunteers 
who came together daily to do three things: (1) 
leave a Gospel of John in every home, (2) wit- 
ness to Jesus Christ, (3) ascertain if a Bible was 
needed in the home. 

The program was under the direction of the 
Bible Society’s Haven Agency. Professor J. Wes- 
ley Jones, chairman of the committee, was ably 
assisted by the Reverend William Johnson, Dr. 
Damon P. Young and the Reverend Theodore 
Richardson and staff. ‘The Chicago Bible So- 
ciety’s field worker Harry Genet laid the ground- 
work for this project by calling on pastors and 
surveying the field. 

Twenty-three workers met each morning dur- 


A city block covered during “Calling for Christ Cam- 
paign.” Workers saturated the area with the Gospel 


CP 


Field coordinator Harry Genet discusses the pro- 
gram with a “Caller for Christ” 


ing the campaign at the 
Metropolitan Church for 
prayer and _ instructions. 
The supplies consisted of 
a Gospel of John, a card 
of information with the 
simple invitation to read 
the Gospel, doorknob 
Scripture holders for those 
not at home and special 
campaign cards to be filled 
out where a family or 
family member accepts 
Christ, indicated an in- 
terest in a local church, or 
needed a Bible. 

As a climax to the pro- 
grama Bible Victory Rally 
was held in the Metro- 
politan Church on June 
20. Representatives from 
the neighborhood 
churches prayed together for those into whose! 
hands the Gospel had come for the first time. 

After the message by Mr. Johnson, the follow-: 
ing report was made: 


Number of Gospels distributed)... = a. oe e eeee 3,200 
Numberef-workers making callsi_.<. gee 23 
Number of doorknob hangers used................ 300 
Information cards for follow-up.................. 110 
“Individual named above professed faith in Jesus 

CHriSta.4s 5 SE 6 
“Interested in uniting with local church”... ........ 73 
“Request for complete Bible and reading helps”.... 102. 


There seems to be no reason why this program 
of intensive visitation might not be carried out! 
again and again in different communities of our 
city. : 


The “Callers for Christ’? met each morning during the 
campaign for prayer and instruction 
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Assignment: The Bible on the Barge Canal 


BY GERALD E. BOYCE 


HOMAS CoyNkE is the captain of a large tugboat 
which moves cargo through the Barge Canal 
etween Buffalo and New York City. Although 
rere are many such boats pushing huge barges 
iong the canal from April to December of each 
ear, there is something unique about this vessel, 
yr in addition to the grain, oil and other cargo 
e delivers, ““Captain Tom” carries Bibles in his 
abin and watches for opportunities to place 
nem in the hands of those who are without the 
criptures. 
Mr. Coyne’s concern for distributing the Bible 
| partly the result of a lasting impression made 
pon him by a Bible colporteur when he was a 
puth. He was on his father’s tug, anchored in 
Jew York harbor, when an elderly man rowed 
t to the boat and, without coming aboard, 
anded a Bible to the lad standing at the gun- 
fale. Years later, when ‘‘Captain Tom” felt the 
all to reach others with the Gospel, he remem- 
ered the man with the Bible, and came to the 
ociety’s Eastern District office in Syracuse, 
-Y. to inquire about becoming a distributor of 
ne Scriptures. 


Many people around canal depots, in the har- 
bors and on the crews of other boats have had the 
opportunity to possess the Scriptures through the 
work of ‘‘Captain Tom.” His effectiveness as a 
distributor is testified to by the fact that every 
man on the crew of his tug has his own Bible. 

Mr. Coyne’s boat once served as a Navy tug 
and was built in 1919 under the supervision of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, then Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy. ‘“‘Captain ‘Tom”’ has piloted her on 
construction projects on both the Potomac: and 
St. Lawrence Rivers, and gave disaster service 
following the east coast hurricane of 1938, towing 
damaged boats out into Long Island sound for 
demolition. 

In 1833 the use of the Erie Canal was proving 
it a main artery for commerce and travel. ‘The 
Oneida County, N.Y., auxiliary, finding some 
1,500 canal boats passing and repassing Utica 
and conveying during one year from 150,000 to 
175,000 passengers, chiefly immigrants going 
west, turned its energies upon supplying New 
Testaments or Bibles to the people on the canal 
boats, including the 8,000 or more men regularly 
employed in this traffic. 


rf opportunities to place them 
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homas Coyne shows a Bible to a Sea Scout aboard his tug. Captain Tom carries Bibles in me is and arches 
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Assignment: How the Bible Talks to the Navajos 


BY RICHARD E. WEST 


N THE FALL of 1956 I had the rare privilege of 
I presenting the first Navajo New ‘Testaments to 
representatives of the Navajo people and to Miss 
Faye Edgerton, who had completed the translation. 
The service of dedication was held in a mission church 
in Farmington, New Mexico. Only four days’ notice 
had been given, yet the church was filled, and people 
stood outside the doors and windows as far as you 
could see in the night. They had come from all across 
the reservation, summoned by a Navajo-language 
broadcast. You cannot describe the emotion with 
which many of these wonderful people spoke. It was, 
however, more than emotion, for the Navajo New 
Testament is now in its third edition, around 6,000 
volumes, showing their serious hunger for ‘“ The Good 
News” in their own tongue. One wrote, ‘The Navajo 
New Testament has helped our people believe that 
Christ’s message is for them.” 

But what of those who could not read? The Society 
had been experimenting with a hand-turned phono- 
graph to use in primitive areas so people could hear 
Bible passages read to them. Could it serve the 
Navajo people? My first reaction was “no.” ‘The 
Navajos are familiar with radios and phonographs. 
They would be dissatisfied with these recordings 
which are certainly not “Hi Fi.” But a check with 
missions and Navajo people revealed a sincere interest. 
A thousand sets (12 passages) of records and phono- 
graphs were made and packaged together. Missions 
in Farmington, Gallup, Ganado and Flagstaff gladly 
stocked them. All thousand have been taken, and six 
hundred more sets were made. Part of them are 
already in use. 

In seeking to evaluate the results, some at first 
said, ‘‘It-is a gadget, and has little value.” Others 


Mrs. Germanez plays a Navajo record on finger-phono. 
All know English but Navajo is still preferred 
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report, “It is used regularly for a while and then 
less frequently.” They hasten to point out, however, 
that by the time they decreased the use, passages 
had been memorized. Many report regular use and 
are asking, ‘When may we have more records of 
other passages.’ This seems to be the insistent voice 
we hear now, ‘“‘Give us more recordings.” 

With our interest in the Navajo-language Testa- 
ment and recordings we must not ignore the increas- 
ing importance of English Bibles. The great majority 
of Navajo children are at last in school. All are 
learning English. The Navajo people are a proud 
people, and while they will keep their own language 
and many traditions, they are glad to use English 
as well as Navajo in their homes. Soon they will be 
truly bilingual. 

Rev. Edgar Smith of Sherman Institute, Riverside, 
California reports there is a Bible at the bedside of 
nearly every Navajo student, ‘‘and they are not 
gathering dust; they show the effects of use.” Rev. 
F. Vanderstoep of the Christian Reformed Mission 
at Shiprock has a responsibility for classes, with 
around 500 children in boarding school. Every Tues- 
day children are given an opportunity to secure a 
Bible for whatever they can pay. As Mr. Vander- 
stoep says, “It is important that it cost them some- 
thing, else they would not value it.” Around 200 
Bibles have been supplied in this way, and of course. 
this is followed by a careful Bible-study program. 

So the Bible is reaching the Navajo people by means} 
of the Navajo Testament, the finger-phono and the. 
English Bible. Rev. J. B. Swieringa of Naschitti, 
Mission tells of a lad who was playing one of the! 
finger-phono passages. He stopped, looked up at his 

(Continued on page 138 : 
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Rev. F. Vandersoes gives ghildres fe) a ta 
secure Bibles. The Bibles become prize aostescinem 
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Assignment: South of the Border 


BY WILLIAM 


a AMERICAN BBE Sociery tried anew approach 
to an old problem when in May of this year it 
sponsored a three-day gathering of over forty mis- 
sionaries and nationals from some fourteen denomina- 
‘ions and missions to consult together regarding 
problems connected with getting the message of the 
Bible to the Indian tribes of Mexico. The meeting 
took place at Camohmila, a YMCA camp on the 
outskirts of the Aztec Indian village of Tepoztlan, 
an hour and a half by auto from Mexico City. It 
was organized by Sr. Francisco Estrello, Secretary 
of the Bible Society’s Mexico Agency, and Dr. William 
Wonderly, consultant in Mexico for the Society’s 
‘Translations Department. 

During the past decade and a half the Bible Society 
has published Scripture Portions in over thirty Indian 
languages of Mexico, including a complete New 
‘Testament in one of them, and is now being called 
upon to publish New Testaments in several others. 

It was gratifying to hear reports from the field 
of the Tzeltal and the Chol Indians of Chiapas, and 
ito hear how God has led the people responsible for 
these fields to work out plans whereby, within the 
pattern of the evangelical Church of the country, it 
is possible to encourage the growth of the Indian 
‘churches along lines especially meaningful in terms 
jof their own way of life. To the Chol Indians, for 
example, the preaching of the Gospel is especially 
oriented to meet the fears which these people have 
of the spirit world and the power of the witch doctor; 
jand their pagan custom of killing animals in sacrifice 
to the spirits is made a point of departure for bringing 
to them the message of Christ. 

It was fascinating to hear Sr. Edesio Sanchez, an 
ordained minister whose native language is Maya, 


eye 


Aes 


Sr. Venancio Hernandez, Otomi Christian leader, 
ells how the Bible has changed the lives of his people 
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tell of the way in which the Gospel among the Maya 
Indians of Yucatan bears fruit when they hear it and 
read it in their own language. Sr. Sanchez is a member 
of the committee which has just completed the trans- 
lation of the New Testament into Maya, which the 
Bible Society expects soon to have available for these 
descendants of the old Maya civilization. 

Hearts were warmed in listening to the account 
by Sr. Venancio Hernandez, a converted Otomi 
Indian from one of the perennially drought-stricken 
areas of Mexico, as he told of the effects of the Bible in 
the lives of his fellow countrymen, and of the way 
in which among them there has sprung up a truly 
indigenous Church movement in which men and 
women who formerly lived in ignorance and abject 
poverty have now begun to work together as Christian 
brethren for their mutual strengthening and for the 
application of the Bible message to every aspect of 
their lives, material and spiritual. 

With regard to Indian affairs in general, Mexico 
has actually taken the lead and is setting a pace for 
other countries of Latin America; but this emphasis 
has heretofore been more outside the church than 
within it. It was possible at this gathering to bring 
to the attention of Mexican church leaders some of 
the advances that have been made by anthropologists 
and educators within their own country. Dr. Gonzalo 
Aguirre Beltran, head of the University of the State 
of Veracruz, kindly made himself available for lec- 
ture and discussion during one afternoon of the meet- 
ing and presented a most fascinating account of some 
of the work that is being done. Dr. Eugene Nida, of the 
Bible Society, in another session discussed ways in 
which many aspects of this approach can be brought 
(Continued on page 138) 


Sy 


A partial view of the missionaries and nationals who 
met for the Indian Conference at Camohmila 
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HEREVER you went 
during the first week 
of February,” said a young 
business man of a thriving 
metropolis, ‘‘you would 
meet the Bible face to face 
and be encouraged to live 
by it.” It was literally so 
in Cedar Falls, Evansdale 
and Waterloo, Iowa, a tri- 
city community of 85,000 
people. Using every means 
placed in strategic ofmasscommunication, the 
public places Evangelical voice of the 
entire city was focused upon the place of the Holy 
Bible in the life of the individual and community. 
The ministers of three great ministerial associa- 
tions met as one great committee under the dynamic 
leadership of the Rev. Richard Sorenson, minister 
of the St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church, Waterloo, as 
general chairman. Other members of the committee 
were: Rev. Ivan Maxson, Linden Methodist Church, 
Waterloo; Rev. John Brownlee, Immanuel United 
Presbyterian Church, Waterloo; Rev. John Hiemstra, 
First Reformed Church, Evansdale; Rev. John Aeby, 
Grace Brethren Church, Waterloo; Rev. Lewis Crase, 
First Christian Church, Cedar Falls; Rev. Bruno 
Schlactenhaufen, First Lutheran Church, Waterloo; 
Rev. Howard Johnson, First Baptist Church, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa. Three committees were chosen to 
formulate plans for the Bible Week. 

The aim and purpose of the project was to bring 
every man, woman and child into the experience of 
reading the same Portion of Scripture every day and 
to share it with their neighbor. For eight days, the 


Bible displays were 


During project, the film “Our Bible—How It Came a 
Us” was shown on TV and in churches and assemblies 
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Assignment: 
By C 


community was enjoined to read two chapters a 
day from the Gospel of Mark. The splendid co- 
operation of the Waterloo Courier was evident— 
printing the selected Portion of Scripture for daily 
reading as well as regular news releases prepared by 
Mr. Grant Price. In addition, the city newspaper 
gave much publicity to the special meetings of the 
churches each day. Almost any place in the city, 
a stranger or passer-by could pick up a Gospel of St. 
Mark. Early evening appearances were made on 
KWWL-TV by well-known citizens of the three 
cities: Mr. Clifford Schake, chief of police, Evans- 
dale; Mr. V. S. Nelson, mayor of Cedar Falls; Mr, 
Ed Jochumsen, mayor of Waterloo; Mr. Charles 
Forsberg, president of the Alstadt and Langlas Bak- 
ing Company and Mr. Bernard Balch, attorney and 
State representative. Each of these men gave their 


Many churches had a demonstration of family Bible: 
reading with practical suggestions by the pastors 


witness to the Bible, under the same theme: ‘What the 
Bible Means to Me.” 

Displays arranged by Mr. Marvin Miller of the 
Christian Business Men’s Committee were placed in 
strategic public places throughout the city. These 
exhibits brought the attention of the viewers to the 
heritage that all Christians share in the personal 
possession of the Bible as the “‘Book to Live By.” As a 
public feature the film ‘‘Our Bible—How it Came to 
Us,” was shown in full length over station KWWL- 
TV. In addition, the film was shown more than thirty 
times during the week in various churches and as- 
semblies. At noon each day of the week, the film 
was shown for the public in the auditorium of the 
YMCA. Mr. Omar Lett, secretary in charge of 
adult work, made arrangements for this showing. A 
group of local ministers formed a panel in round 
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able conferences at the Women’s Club of Waterloo. 
Many of the local ministers brought the relevancy 

f the Bible to many other organizations and service 

clubs that met during the week, showing how the 

vhole moral fiber of the community is directly related 

0 the reading and application of the Holy Bible. 


| IN THE LOCAL CHURCH 


| 


- A committee of pastors, with Rev. Ivan Maxson 
q chairman, prepared an excellent suggestive list, 
ater included in a complete syllabus, with helps 
is to how to make the week more meaningful in the 
ocal congregation. Many churches had a demonstra- 
ion of the family reading the Bible in family worship 
before the Sunday-morning worshiping assembly. The 
dastors gave practical hints as to how to read the 
Bible. Visitors were sent out to homes in the com- 


j 


ecial teaching in Bible reading was done among 
children of the church schools during project 


munity in the interest of Bible reading. Special 
eaching in Bible reading was done among children 
of the church school. 

As a part of the week’s emphasis the nine con- 
sregations of the American Lutheran Church adapted 
he special Bible Week into the Bible-study project 
hat was held throughout their churches in the United 
States and Canada during the month of February. 
(hese churches had guest Bible teachers who brought 
he entire fellowship—adult, youth and children— 
under the teachings and application of the Word of 


god. 
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A NEW HOME FOR A BIBLE 


“Many read the Bible alone for the first time.” 
his statement was true, referring not only to the 
jorporate reading of the Gospel of Mark among the 
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Homes in the community were visited by volunteers to 
discuss Bible reading with individual families 


churches, but also to the Bibleless. When a home or 
individual that did not have a Bible was reached by 
the churches in a visitation program, the pastors 
or visitation teams of the churches brought the Book 
to the Bibleless with instructions and encouragement 
to read. ‘“‘One of the greatest privileges of my life,” 
said a pastor of a South Dakota city during a previous 
Bible Reading and Sharing project, ‘‘was to open 
the treasures of eternity to a soul for the first time.” 

One can never underestimate the value of such 
community-wide Bible reading programs. While 
it stimulates those who already are faithful Bible 
readers, it also calls the Bible to the attention of 
many who may have never opened its pages. Every- 
one who actively participated in the program felt its 


impact upon the entire community. 
(Continued on page 138) 


3 RS : Rate : | 
The hospitals were not forgotten by the “visitors” and 
patients were encouraged to read distributed Portions 
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ASSIGNMENT: THE BIBLE IN IOWA 
(Continued from page 137) 
COMMENTS 


“We deeply appreciate the impact on the cities 
uniting in the reading of the Gospel of Mark and 
general emphasis of Bible Reading.” —Rev. Oliver 
M. Yaggy, Washington Chapel EUB. 

“T feel that this was a worthy project, of great and 
intangible benefit to the community and to those 
individual churches who participated. No doubt the 
Bible and Mark were treated and presented from 
widely divergent points of view, as one would nat- 
urally expect, but truly everyone knew they were 
reading it together.’””>—Rev. Kenneth R. Cook, First 
Congregational, Cedar Falls, lowa. 

“Do it every year: this fall, Matthew, Luke or 
John.’’—Rev. Richard Diekens, Cedar Heights Pres- 
byterian Church. 

“This week has been good for our people and 
community. A very worth-while effort; it was a 
pleasure to help.””»—Rev. John Hiemstra, First Re- 
formed Church, Waterloo. 

“J think it was a tremendous project—and hope 
we may do a ‘repeat’ in the future.”’—Rev. Paul 
Lupkes, Grace Reformed, Waterloo. 

“Especially good promotion. Display at Penny’s 
good. Fine newspaper coverage.’’—Rev. John Aeby, 
Grace Brethren Church, Waterloo. 

“A very good thing—and the only thing I’ve really 
seen all the churches of the area cooperate in com- 
pletely.” —Rev. Fred Graham, First United Presby- 
terian Church. 


BIBLES OF SIGNIFICANCE 
(Continued from page 130) 


inquiry about the Bible, she discovered it was an 
old family Bible. The original owners had all passed 
on from this life and the blessed Book had fallen into 
the hands of some Kentucky bootleggers who were 
trying to destroy it by burning. It is now in the pos- 
session of a Christian lady who prizes it very highly. 
This Bible received a purple satin bookmark with 
these words printed on it: ‘‘Award for the Oldest 
Bible.” 

One man had a family Bible that he said had 
saved his job during the war. He was required to 
furnish a birth certificate. His parents and relatives 
were ali dead, as well as the family doctor, but his 
birth had been recorded in the family Bible. He 
placed the book under his arm and carried it to the 
courthouse. They made a photographic picture of 
the page in the Bible where his birth was recorded 
and thereby secured an acceptable birth certificate. 

The most worn Bible was one that had been found 
at a church after the death of the lady who had 
owned it. It contained her name and the date it 
had been presented to her by a friend who is now 
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on a mission field. It was well-worn from over thirt 
years of service. 

The most unusual book was a New Testament wit 
cover lids of polished wood. The Testament ha 
been a gift to its owner when she was a little girl. 1] 
was given to her by her Sunday-school teacher, wh 
had brought it from the Holy Land. The wood hai 
been cut from an olive tree in Palestine. The work 
manship and polish on the cover lids were works ¢ 
art. 

The award for the most beautiful Bible was give 
to a young lady from Louisville, Kentucky. Sh 
presented a large, flexible leather-covered Bible con 
taining many beautifully colored art pictures. It als 
contained questions and answers on many Bible sub 
jects and also helps of various kinds. 

A middle-aged man displayed a well-worn, or 
dinary-looking Bible, which he prized highly becaus 
it had been his dad’s. His father had read from tha 
Bible when he preached his first sermon. It had beer 
read night after night at the family-altar services 
where a large family of twelve children was taugh 
about God. 

One lady came to the precious Bible service with 
a suitcase full of Bibles. She said, “I gathered thes 
up from all over our house. Some of them I foun 
in our attic, some from the rooms of my daughters 
while others were found on our library shelves anc 
one from the living room table.” 

Each Bible and Testament from her collection o 
twenty-seven had a personal individual significane: 
to her. 

What significance does your Bible hold to you? 
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ASSIGNMENT: SOUTH OF THE BORDER 
(Continued from page 135) 


to bear upon the work of the evangelical Church 

as they endeavor to discharge their responsibility « 

getting the message of the Bible to the Indians of thei 
own country. : 
The Bible Society has now organized an evangelica 
committee on Indian problems in Mexico to a 
various ways of making available information abou 
the work that is being done and which needs to b 
done in achieving a more effective use of the Bibl 
among Mexico’s Indians, and to help the America 
Bible Society discover how it can best serve th 
churches in this important task. 


ASSIGNMENT: HOW THE BIBLE TALKS — 
TO THE NAVAJOS (Continued from page 134) 


mother and said, ‘‘Does that mean I must not te 
lies, either?” For him the finger-phono spoke a pe 
sonal message. What shall we answer Rey. Swiering 
when he insists, ‘When may we have more recordin 
of passages in Navajo?” We pray that with the bles 
ing of God we may answer, ‘‘Soon.”’ 
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stories in Pictures... 


aay uh ateid beatles st see Samarn and Miss Khun Pitsanee, | Reading fingers: On visit to ABS, Mr. Richard Kinney, deaf-blind 
j gq n ing up Portions, are part-time colporteurs., The instructor at the Hadley Sch i ane inoi 
tture was taken in the market place in Nakornrajasima, in Thailand. examined many Fe aie ccnniseeat Manian Petit 


Charles G. In Troubled Lebanon: One of the Society's Bibles for Orphans: At the Taichung Christian Orphanage, 
Formosa, Pastor Lai (left) of the Bible Society presents 
to the Orphanage President Bibles for the children. 


r the USS Galveston: Dr. 
rgan of Philadelphia presents pulpit Bible colporteurs interests a whole family in the 


Captain J. B. Colwell from A.B.S. Scriptures on a street in Beirut. 


fountry people in Thailand learn abou 
vorks in and around the villages of Thailand, is here shown distributing Gospel Portions 


mong the villagers around Korat, who probably have never heard the Gospel before. 
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t Jesus: Mr. Nai Ard, a colporteur who At Fort Sill, Okla: Chaplain Robert Homiston presents a Bible 
from the Society for a group day room to Sgt. Richard Davenport. 


Chaplain Andrew L. Johnson looks on. 
139 


Instructions: Cut along dotted line. Paste question on small card and answer on 


back. Distribute cards face up; do not look at back. Player reads card out loud 
and gives his answer. If player’s answer is correct, he scores two points; ifincorrect, 
he must read the Bible reference aloud from his own Bible. Highest score wins. 


BIBLE BEE 


5. David is credited with writing a 
large part of what Book of the Bible? 


BIBLE BEE 


1. Who asked Jesus if he were the King 
of the Jews? 


BIBLE BEE 


6. Bonus question: Recite the One Hun- 
dredth Psalm 


BIBLE BEE 


2. With how many loaves of bread did 
Jesus feed the 5,000? 


BIBLE BEE 


7. What is the man’s name who once 
carried away the gates of the city of 
Gaza? 


BIBLE BEE 


3. In which Bible Book do we find the 
stories of Noah and the Ark? 


BIBLE BEE 


4. How was David occupied when a 
young boy? 


BIBLE BEE 


8. Who called Jesus “The Lamb of 
God”? 


Answer 
5. The Psalms 


Answer 


1. Pontius Pilate—at the time of Jesus’ trial 
(Matt. 27:11) 


Answer"' 


Answer 


2. Five loaves and two fish . 14:15- 
wo fishes (Matt. 14:15-17) 6. If you have correctly recited the Psalm, add 


five to your score 


Answer 
7. Samson (Judges 16:1-3) 


Answer 
3. Genesis (Chapters 6, 7, 8) 


Answer 


Answer 


4. Hetended his father’s sheep (1 Sam. 16:10-13) 8. John the Baptist (John 1:28, 29) 
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IFTY THOUSAND copies of the Daily Bible Reading List 

for 1958 were printed in Korea and distributed to 
nurches, schools, booksellers and bookstores. These lists 
ye translations of the American Bible Society’s list, of 
hich a million and a quarter copies were distributed in 
1e United States. 


he Philippine Bible House is at present responsible 
for revision work on the whole Bible in seven lan- 
ages. In one of them, Hiligaynon, the work has 


iready been completed, and 
itest revision undertaken is 6 
at of the Pampango Bible. Kin 
© . . . S : 
ilipino is now working full SSN 
e on this revision com- 
ie work is starting, is expécted to last three years. 
he other languages in which revision is going on are: 


e Bible is on the press. The 

> 
the Rey. Dr. F. Galang, a 
littee. The revision of the New Testament, with which 
icol, Tagalog, Samareno, Cebuano, Ilocano. 


E love the Lord with the 

heart, but the Karré peo- 
ple of French Equatorial Africa 
love Him with their liver. The 
Conob Indians of Guatemala 
love Him with their stomachs, and the Marshall Islanders 
in the South Pacific love Him with their throats. But do 
all these different words—‘heart’, ‘liver’, ‘stomach’ or 
‘throat’—make any difference in the meaning of love? 
Not in thedleast. The words may change, but the message is 
the same. It is for this reason that the message of the 
Scriptures can be communicated into all the different 
languages of earth. 


he Translations Department of the American Bible 

Society is engaged in the most extensive and inten- 
sive program in all its history. A staff of eighteen makes 
up the department; six persons of the staff who serve as 
linguistic and translation consultants traveled last year 
more than 100,000 miles; consultations were held on 
more than sixty-five language projects, and members of 
the staff made visits to twenty-six different countries. 
Translations or revisions were examined last year by 
the department in sixty-seven languages. 


Teen-Age Bible Knowledge! 


Ow MUCH Bible knowledge can young people ac- 

quire in thirteen or fourteen years? We have no 
yecific information on this point insofar as all teen- 
vers are concerned, but we do know that Miss Agnes 
indemulder, Miss Judy Roo- 

» and Gary Garehan, all three 
the church school of the 
hristian Reformed Church 
Prospect Park, New Jersey, 
swered correctly on “The . 
iving Bible” radio quiz pro- 
am sponsored by the Ame- 
can Bible Society every one 
f the fifteen questions ask- 
d on each regular broadcast, 
nd-on a “Winner’s Broad- 
ast’?; and also correctly an- 
ered thirteen questions out 
f fifteen asked on a ‘‘Super- 
Vinner’s broadcast”’ (special 
ature). In addition they an- 
vered correctly forty-two ex- 
‘a questions which were asked 
) breaking “‘ties’ on these 


IBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


At station following “Super-Winner’s broad- 
cast” are (I. to r.) Mary E. Wilson of A.B.S. 
Radio Department, Judy Rooze, Agnes Linde- 
mulder, winner, Gary Garehan and Dr. Jesse 
Stitt, Quiz Master. 


is 
different broadcasts. 

This was a history-making accomplishment! That 
these three young people should have answered cor- 
rectly eighty-five Bible questions out of a total of 
eighty-seven asked is not only 
a rare accomplishment, but 
an achievement which has 
never been attained before in 
the history of the program by 
three participants, all from the 
same church school. They all 
attend Eastern Christian High 
School. 

The pastor is Rev. Garrett 
Stoutmeyer, the superinten- 
dent of the church school is 
Mr. A. Steenwyk, and Mr. 
Cornelius Halma, Jr., is the 
assistant superintendent. 

“The Living Bible” radio 
quiz program is heard Sun- 
days at 7:35 A.M. over Sta- 
tion WNEW (1130 on the 
dial), New York City. 
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Announcements... 


Bible Society Record 


Published Continuously Since 1818 


A Journal Dedicated to the Wider Distri- 
bution and Use of the Holy Scriptures 


Editors: THE SECRETARIES 
Address correspondence to the 
Managing Editor 
450 Park Avenue 
New York 22, N. Y. 


Vol. 103 NOVEMBER 1958 No. 9 


September Meeting of the Board 


A meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House on Thursday, 
September 4, 1958, at 3:30 p.m., President 
Burke in the Chair. 


Devotional exercises were conducted by 
Secretary Holmgren. 


Chaplain Frank A. Tobey, Deputy Chief 
of Chaplains, was elected an Honorary Life 
Member of the Society. 


It was reported that there were issued 
from the Bible House in New York during 
the first seven months of 1958 a total of 
6,637,435 volumes. 


A first edition copy of the Bible in the 
Authorized Version in a new modern 
leatherette binding was presented. 


The Board learned that Secretary James 
A. Weeks of the Bible Lands Agency, North 
had arrived in Beirut on schedule on June 
30. 


A total circulation of 97,680 volumes of 
the Scriptures in Korea during May and 
June and a total circulation of 321,550 
volumes in Japan during those two months 
was reported. 


It was announced that the world pre- 
miére showing of the Bible Society’s motion 
picture “Bearer of the Book” would take 
place on October 9, 1958, in the Carillon 
Hotel Auditorium, Miami Beach, Florida. 


The Book That Lives 


The following bookmark lists the daily 
Bible readings, from Thanksgiving to Christ- 
mas. Write for your free copy today. 
Quantities in packets of 100 are also avail- 
able for distribution in your community, 
such as stores, schools, libraries and service 
clubs. 


NOVEMBER 
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7 Sunday......... 

Fe ROPERS Cok PAENS Matthew......... 6:1-15 

Dak cite ais ettrelevcloisiere Matthew........ 6:16-34 
WO katoi tepetaie.e rarsinrchs Matthew......... 7:1-20 
Wiletee. Set ourectersesctote Luke ste cops te sctoriote 10:1-42 
Ly alee taco GG Poon Lukes. Gietsicts acterars 15:1-32 
Uk Fess on acononcedad Luke. ésicis asscsiens 24:1-53 
14 Universal Bible 


Sunday...... 


ee ee ry 
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ry 
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For those who want to continue reading the 
Bible the last six days of the year these 
passages are recommended: 


Cy 


Oo OOD OR OO cis d.bc 


wee wwe nee 


ee ae cy 


ee es 


ee meee ewe ween ee -PICDFOWS.. 1... 


Will you make Bible reading a daily prac- 
tice? Ask your minister for lists, write your 
church headquarters or request our ‘Daily 
Bible Readings, 1959” (U-139) from the 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
(Dept. U) 
450 Park Ave., New York 22, N.Y. 


WORD OF APPRECIATION 


The American Bible Society wishes to take this opportunity to thank 
the Guatemalan Government for the following order of exemption from 
the payment of duty on the import of Scriptures which appeared in the 
official daily organ ‘‘E] Guatemalteco”’ for April 8, 1958. 


It is resolved: 


Advisory Council 


The Advisory Council of the American 
Bible Society will meet this year on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, November 18th 
and 19th, at the Bible House, New York 
City. : 

The Advisory Council consists of official 
representatives of some 50 denominations 
which support the Society. The Society 
serves the missionaries of all home and 
foreign mission boards, whether denomi- 
national, interdenominational or _inde- 
pendent. The Society’s single mission 1s 
“to encourage the wider circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures without note or comment.” 


nto You a Saviour 


_ The attractive 64 page Christm 
edition of the Gospel of Luke, 
ported in the October Bible Socie 
Record, is obtainable from all 
Society’s offices at the rate of 
per hundred, postpaid. For | 
one hundred please add ten ce 
postage. Orders should be sent 
November 28 to assure un 
delivery. = 

Please send orders to the De; 
tories listed below. = 


450 Park Avenue, 
New York 22, New York © 

85 Walton Street, 
_ Atlanta 3, Georgia 
0 North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago 1, Illinois : 
1233 Bryan Street, . 
_Dellas 2t, Texas = 
224 McAllister Street, . 

San Francisco 2, California 


tnd 


Attention Miss Hurry 


Do you need some material or an answe 
by return mail? If so, address your letter to 
American Bible Society, 450 Park Avenue 
and write in the lower left hand corner: 
Personal Attention—Miss Hurry. We have 
Miss Hurry with us until the end of the 
year because some of our good friends were 
disappointed during the rush last year. As a 
rule receipts for gifts are sent within eigh 
working bours of arrival, and all orders are 
handled quickly. If a letter is needed, if 
takes a little longer. There is also some dela 
if a letter includes several different requests 
Now, if you must have immediate service 
and we depend on our Bible Society family 
to be fair—address your letter to the atten 
tion of Miss Hurry. If it is convenient te 
write her name in red ink, so much the 
better. 


_First, that the American Bible Society is absolved from payment of 
direct imports, tariffs, consular fees, storage fees, custom-house recon- 
struction charges, stowage fees, fiscal stamps or harbor tax, upon thirty- 


“National Palace, Guatemala, April 1, 1958 

The Constitutional President of the Republic 

Whereas: The State should encourage all institutions disinterestedly 
active on behalf of the maintenance of public morals; 

Whereas: At a hearing the Administration acted favorably upon the 
appeal presented; 


Therefore, Based on Decrees Nos. 1095 and 1161 of the Congress of 
the Republic, 


five cartons of printed books on consignment: 


Second, that the present finding go into effect on the day following that 
of its publication in the “Official Daily.” 


Be this made known. 


‘ (Sgd.) Ydigoras Fuentes 
Ministry of Exchequer and Credit 
(Countersigned) Carlos Salazar” 
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The Bible at the Fair 


BY FRANS VISSER 


The Rev. Frans Visser is Home Secretary of the Netherlands 
Bible Society and Secretary for Contact with the Churches 


T was a wise decision on the part of the United 
. Bible Societies to be represented in the Pavilion of 
1e Protestant Churches. 
| The entire exhibition is one impressive demonstra- 
on of what man can actually achieve and of his 
leals for the future. And then, right among these 
normous buildings, there is this simple witness to 
lhrist. The Protestant Churches of Belgium have 
rcepted the risk of building a church and an exhibi- 
on hall on one of the busiest sites of the whole ex- 
ibition. A simple steeple surmounted by three 
osses stands in front, and at a certain point close to 
ne of the main entrances these three crosses are 
sible as a crown on top of the Atomium: Christ, the 
ord of Hosts, the King of the world. In a mosaic on 
e outer wall Christ is shown addressing the nations 

the world. 


Daily Chapel Services 


| So, in the first place, there is a church which can 
commodate 250 visitors. It is a very simple yet 
lemn chapel, in which services are held every 
ternoon and evening in French, English, German 
Dutch. I have been told that such a thing has 
ever happened in a world exhibition of this kind. 
This same attitude toward the display of the 
hibition is found again in the exhibition hall, 
hich is connected with the church. This exhibition 
arts with a challenge not to forget man in distress, 
ong all the great and enormous achievements of 


our time. And then the Cross follows: Christ who 
shares this distress and who loves this world. 


Open Bible 


The third part of the exhibition is devoted to the 
Book which proclaims this good news—the Bible. 
Here an open Bible is displayed for anybody to turn 
over the leaves. Then follows a panel with one Bible 
text in twenty languages, each of them faced by a 
portrait of a person who speaks that language as his 
mother tongue. The text is: “All (things) are yours; 
and you are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.”? (I Cor. 
3:21b, 23). A good deal of conversation goes on in 
this corner. Here people recognize their own tongue 
and reflect on what it means to be a Christian in this 
world. And at the same time, this polyglot stand gives 
an impression of the Bible as a world book. This im- 
pression is further confirmed by a graph, which shows 
the march of Bible translation work since the time of 
the Reformation. 


The World Needs The Bible 


A second graph aims at stimulating support of 
Bible Society work. This shows that every year 25 
million babies are born and some 10 million adults 
are taught to read, but that in the same period only 6 
million Bibles and New Testaments are distributed, 
so that the Bible Societies still have a long Way to go 
before they realize their ideal of ‘‘every man his own 
Bible in his own tongue.” 


Dp? NOT IMAGINE, however, that the Pavilion of the Protestant Churches is the only place in the World Exhibition in which 


A_/ to find some trace of the Bible. There is the pavilion of the ““Luminous Bible,” built by the Belgian Bible Society, which 
‘was reported upon by its Secretary, the Rev. P. Caufriez, in the October issue. The American Bible Society was happy to 
be one of the cooperating Societies and contributed the following to the Bible cause at Brussels: 


SERMON ON THE Mount 


_ 2,000 Portuguese 
2,000 Spanish 
10,000 English 
50,000 French 
5,000 Greek 
50,000 Flemish 
50 Ambharic-English 


ILLUSTRATED PORTIONS 


- 110 each English—- Matthew, Mark, 
John, Romans-Corinthians, James- 
Revelation 
110 each English—Luke, 
Galatians-Hebrews 
_- 100 each Japanese—Luke, Acts 
100 each Korean— Matthew, Mark, 
‘Luke, John, Acts 


Acts, 


100 each Portuguese— Luke 

100 each Spanish— Matthew, Luke, 
John, Acts 

100 each Greek—Acts 


ILLUSTRATED New TESTAMENTS 
22 English 


Conco PROTESTANT CounciL Ex- 
HIBIT 


1 Tshiluba Bible 

1 Tshiluba New Testament 

1:-Luvale New Testament 

The motion picture ““God’s Word 
in Man’s Language” produced by the 
American Bible Society was shown, 
using the facilities of this section. 

A set of 29 black-and-white slides 


with John 3:16 in 29 languages and 
dialects. 

Other publications being furnished 
by the ABS: 

10,000 copies of “The Bible and 
Your Neighbor” 

10,000 copies of “Where to Look in 
the Bible” 

13,000 copies of ‘“‘Where to Look in 
the Bible (in French)” 


FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS—ABS 


The American Bible Society’s share 
in the cost of exhibit space—rental, 
construction, maintenance, etc.—is 
$5,600. 

The Darlington Fund has contrib- 
uted $1,000 for 4,000 Sermon on the 
Mount (in French). 
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For the Youth of Today 


...the Leaders of Tomorrow 


Now in a new modern leatherette binding 
for young readers...The Book of Books 


In this most attractive new binding ... The King 
James Version of the Holy Bible .. . is an ideal gift 
for today’s youth in high school and college, for 
confirmation, at graduation or at Christmas. 


Two-tone colored binding in maroon and ivory, with colored 
presentation page. Two modern aerial perspective maps of 
New and Old Testament times, showing bodies of water 
in blue and fertile regions in green. 


WHAT AN IDEAL GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS! 


You can make Christmas an unalloyed joy and a 
real missionary opportunity by giving the Bible to 
all on your Christmas list who may not have one— 
your newsboy, postman, delivery boy, caretaker, sitter. 


Consider too your church or Sunday school—the Spartiven of type 
old folks at the county farm—and groups in your 31 But they that wait upon the Lorp 
neighborhood less fortunate than you. Make this a shall renew their strength; they shall 


mount up with wi : 
memorable Christmas for you and others! . See 


Catalog No. P55M 
$2.25 Postpaid 


Size 57g x 814 x 1% inches 


BE ch oie Rte Me ET COMI Ge Re ae 


AMERICAN. BIBLE SOCIETY 


Please send postpaid the following books to give this Christmas: 


This same Bible is available in other bindings 


..--Bibles #P55M at $2.25 .,.. Christmas Gospels at $2.50 per 100 also. asifallawes: 


(See page 142) 


In black cloth, #P53, only $1.30 
Totelamount enclosed smu In black leatheroid, #P55, $1.80 


MRM W NORFLEET GR 


| 
| 


~TRE A! | Send order with remittance to the nearest 


INSMNEWAR ereemice cele ence 
soccrstssesss UNTON THEOLOGICAL 5 deposit 
Please print RPOSt 
: te pom igeNg tueot ag eM pository listed below: 
MNAUTESS oh ate. ite Sse tea eet RICHMONO VA 46 Atlanta 3. Georgia: 85 Walton Street 
| y | Chicago 1, Illinois: 310 N. Michigan Avenue | 
Cee ieee ia cies ps! 5 Dallas 21, Texas: 2233 Bryan Avenue 
New York 22, N.Y.: 450 Park Avenue 
11 BSR 58 i 


San Francisco, California: 224 McAllister Street 
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